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AGRICULTURE — INVESTMENT 

297. Ms E.J. KELSBIE to the Premier: 
I refer to the McGowan Labor government’s commitment to supporting businesses and creating jobs throughout regional 
Western Australia. Can the Premier update the house on this government’s investment in supporting Western Australia’s 
agricultural industry, and can the Premier outline to the house how this investment in regional Western Australia 
compares with that of the previous Liberal–National government? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I thank the member for Warren–Blackwood for the question and congratulate her on her victory at the recent 
state election. 

Today I was at the Muresk Institute to address the WAFarmers’ forum at the invitation of WAFarmers. It was great 
to be out in the wheatbelt for the second time in the past fortnight. It was also great to be at Muresk agricultural 
college, in which the government is investing $8 million in upgrades to that important training facility. The agricultural 
sector in Western Australia has grown over our time in office, and is now worth $12 billion to the Western Australian 
economy each year; it is the second largest export industry after the mining sector. I was able to assure the 200 or 
so farmers from around Western Australia who were there today that this government is putting in place important 
measures to support them. For instance, I was able to outline our investment in regional roads all over 
Western Australia, but in particular the program that the Minister for Transport put together to improve road safety 
around regional Western Australia, which has been picked up nationally and will save many lives, especially in 
the wheatbelt of Western Australia. I outlined the $22 million we committed to for four priority grain rail projects 
in the state election campaign that were advocated for to us by Co-operative Bulk Handling Ltd, and that we will 
deliver, ensuring more grain on rail as a consequence. I was also able to assure them about our efforts to support 
our traditional trading markets, in particular China, and that we want to continue to have that access to the growing 
middle class of China—plus all the programs such as the regional agribusiness valuation fund, the food and 
beverage fund and the wine industry export growth partnership that we are investing many millions of dollars into 
to not only ensure more downstream processing in Western Australia, but also support exports of important products 
around the world. These are all projects that the Minister for Agriculture and Food, who has done an outstanding 
job, has advocated for. 
Thirdly, I was able to outline some of the measures for dealing with climate change, in particular the carbon 
farming that this government has put in place—the $15 million land restoration fund. All the pastoralists, particularly 
in the southern rangelands, who could not do it before this government put that in place are now able to take up the 
opportunities of carbon farming. Finally, I was able to outline our investments in technology across regional WA 
that allow farmers to access the latest in broadband, research and development initiatives, plus the backfilling 
of the Department of Agriculture and Food that the last government gutted. It put in place huge cuts to the then 
Department of Agriculture and Food, and then cuts across the forward estimates as well. In the 2019–20 budget, 
we were able to reinstate $131 million of funding and ensure the department was back on sustainable footing. 
It was terrific to be there with all the farmers today, and I was so pleased that the President of the Western Australian 
Farmers Federation, John Hassell, was so glowing in his words following my speech about the government’s 
performance. Also, the CEO of WAFarmers, Trevor Whittington, was very kind in his comments about the 
government’s performance, in particular acknowledging the extra money that the Western Australian government put 
into the agriculture department, our roads program and all its investment in food, agriculture and rail, which he 
indicated were most welcome. I was very pleased to be there with the farmers of Western Australia demonstrating 
what a government that is committed to outcomes can achieve. 
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